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 The goal of this study was to search for the role of barriers related to political Aspects 

of the internationalization of 6th State Azad Universities' Curriculum according to the 
faculties' views in 2013-2014. That was a survey and the research method was 

descriptive. The statistic population included 1474 full time members of faculties in 

these universities and 330 participants were selected based on multi stages cluster 
sampling. The tool used in this survey was a questionnaire which included 23 

statements. The validity of questionnaire was emphasized and accepted by 10 experts in 

this field and the reliability of questionnaire was determined based on Chronbach’s 
Alpha coefficient and the number was 0.93. For the analysis of data, a combination of 

descriptive and inferential techniques including one sample T test and independent T 

test was used. Findings indicated the structural barriers, cultural barriers, human 
resources barriers and political/management barriers were barriers in the 

internationalization of 6th State Azad universities' curriculum according to the faculties' 

views. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Information explosion, communication development, changes in government and  political system of 

governance, has undergone a fundamental change of perspective the need and look at higher education [1]. The 

revolution in communications and technology via creating of a related world has made important conditions in 

which the transfers speed can be accelerated, as Marginson (2007) and Crawford & Kirby [2] have recognized 

the reinforcement of the technological aspect in internationalization of higher education as an effective factor. In 

such circumstances, higher education plays a basic and fundamental role in preparing individuals for their future 

in globalized and interconnected world [3]. The increasing development of Information and communication 

technology and establishing teleconference calls between the continent and the nature of knowledge indicates 

that’s out of the question to make a boundary for science and expertise and as a result, universities are inevitable 

international institutions [4]. For the cultural development, development of higher education system as a 

custodian of education, research and technology with having different specialties and also training of expert 

human resources not only causes the development of the institutions under its control, but also will provoke 

personal growth and enrichment and education of human sources. The main objectives of the curriculum from 

this perspective can be considered as the following: 

 Preparation of the university students to face the important and relevant global realities such as activities in 

the competitive environment at the international level. 

 Increasing students' understanding of culture, religions, their own political system and other nations. 

 Development of insight and a global or comprehensive perspective toward the international community and 

also equipping them with necessary skills in order to do conscious judgments with regard to issues in the 

contemporary world and their role in the world.  

 Promoting world peace [5]. 

 The phenomenon of globalization and international cooperation has led universities and higher education 

institutes toward eliminating the distance between science and technology and strengthening academic, 



559                                                                   Mahshid Mehrgoo et al, 2014 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 8(22) November 2014, Pages: 558-565 

educational and cultural exchanges among nations. Globalization is a term with cultural, social and economic 

dimensions [6]. Globalization theories are widely associated with the economic ,cultural and political categories 

[7]. According to Cheng's view [8], there are several types of globalization in the new millennium which 

includes technological, economical, social and cultural globalization [8]. Potential effects of globalization will 

leave important consequences on the growth of those educational systems that have not been fully evaluated [9]. 

Internationalizing the curriculum is one of the main goals of universities and a group of experts considers the 

curriculum as one of the main elements of internationalization of universities [10]. Globalization is called as the 

process of combining the international, intercultural or global aspects in objectives, functions or the teaching 

and training strategies of an institute [11]. The majority of the respondents in Knight's [12] study suggested that, 

"internationalization needs to occur at local academic and administrative units within a broad policy 

framework". Since successful internationalization of the curriculum requires a collaborative, interdisciplinary 

approach, one of the greatest challenges in internationalizing the curriculum is bringing together large numbers 

of faculty from diverse disciplines to collaborate towards this goal .The use of both formal and informal 

communication and information-sharing strategies amongst the stakeholders involved within the institutional 

internationalization process is crucial to its success [13, 14]. In this era of fiscal restraint, the establishment of 

new international programs and curricula must compete with many other institutional demands for funding [14, 

15]. It appears that the priority institutions place on funding this important aspect of internationalization will 

determine its level and extent of development. Since the Islamic Azad University as an institution of higher 

education is no exception to this  trend, and largely accepts the conditions of globalization and 

internationalization, through this research effort is to identify technological barriers of the internationalization of 

Azad University’s curricula to meet the step in order to remove the requirements and possible damages. Based 

on the research problem, the following research questions summarized and the aim is to answer this main 

question: 

Main Question: What are the technical barriers to internationalizing the curriculum of Azad Universities in the 

6th state?  

For this purposes, the following sub-questions have been determined: 

Q1. What are the cultural barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state? 

Q2. What are the human resources barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th 

state? 

Q3. What are the structural barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state? 

Q4. What are the political/management barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 

6th state? 

Q5. Is there any difference between male and female faculties' views in barriers of the internationalizing 

curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state?  

 

Literature Review: 

Globalization and Internationalization of Curriculum (IOC): 

 As a basic and fundamental variable in this study, internationalizing the curriculum will be considered as a 

function of the various perceptions by planners. Based on our perception of curriculum term, its 

internationalization will be different (Oliva, 2009) . For a better understanding of IOC, it is essential to  clarify 

relation of some concepts such as globalization and internationalization. Globalization is defined as complex a 

process which contains the global flow of people and goods, ideas and ideologies, messages and investments 

and technologies [16]. Giddens (1990) believes that globalization in a sense of development of international 

relations through diminishing the concept of geographic distances, leads to influence and to be influenced by 

events in local areas. The intensification of processes related to social relations and global complex changes has 

created an environment for educational systems at all levels in which students, masters and administrators from 

different countries with different  economic, social and cultural fields are present [17]. The concept of 

globalization is not usually supposed the same as internationalization. A definition that one of the famous 

experts in the internationalization domain Knight (1997) suggested and represented was valid and effective. He 

has defined the internationalization as follows: 

 "The process of combining the international aspect of teaching functions, research and services of an 

institute of higher education is called internationalization". In 2004, Knight, revised his definition of 

globalization as following: 

 "Globalization is called as the process of combining the international, intercultural or global aspects in 

objectives, functions or the teaching and training strategies of an institute" [11]. Development of universities in 

the world and different countries  and the emergence of new technologies such as Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) are the policies of educational systems and universities in developed 

countries to provide much more curriculum to the farthest parts of the world. The philosophy and mindset of 

these institutions and looking at all the people in the world as a global citizen is providing growth opportunities 

and personal and professional development of the students in the global economy [18]. The effect of variety of 
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social, economical and cultural aspects in teaching-learning process in IOC was evident and among the reasons 

of doing is that universities in the worldwide  use affecting it results in ways of thinking about curriculum, 

instruction, learning and assessment [19]. Availability of facilities and sufficient and adequate elements are  

effective in achieving the main goals of IOC. Those countries which are more dynamic in the process of  

international higher education have the major benefits of international education  in economical, cultural, 

political, and social aspects. Curricula in higher education must provide essential elements to meet the needs of 

students who are coming from other countries and their purpose is in the orientation of international education 

goals [4]. In addition to the revision of curriculum content, paying attention to teaching methods is also 

important. Creating opportunities for students to improve international views considers as a part of the 

internationalization process of curriculum in higher education [20]. 

 Marginson and Wende (2007) with declaring the importance of cultural and economical globalization 

which has  provided a new era  in higher education, has cited the effect of humanistic, cultural, scientific, 

technological and financial investments dimensions in higher education of the internationalization view. Zare 

[21] in order to survey the barriers of internationalization of curriculum at Shahid  Beheshti University has 

identified cultural, structural, financial, content-oriented, managerial - political, equipment-related, and teaching 

methods as IOC obstacles. Shahi et. al [22] expressing that the organizational structure of Public Universities in 

Khuzestan Province including Shahid Chamran University, Agriculture and Natural Resources University of 

Ramin, Marine Sciences University of Khorramshahr and Dezful Jondishapour Engineering University is 

mechanical and is moving toward organic structure and reinforcing its communication infrastructures, states that 

open communications in this way guarantee the quality of teaching and academic  research in the universities. 

So, based on these researchers’ point of view, the study of organizational communications in the current 

structure of higher education is essential. This suggests the necessity of deeper insight into the structures of 

higher education institutions of the structural  dimension. Williams & BC [23] in their study search up that 

international students looks at the curriculum with a critical view and recognize the international students’ needs 

likely failures and take action support, planning and implementation of internationalization programs for these 

students. Dibavagary [24] via conceptualizing internationalizing the curriculum in higher education pointed out 

that developing knowledge, skills and international values in academic programs are required to enhance 

students’ international literacy. She determined nine obstacles as the barriers to internationalizing the curriculum 

which are:  

1) Lack of clear policies or strategies to facilitate the internationalization process;  2) Absence of financial 

supports; 3) Administrative problems; 4) Existence of other priorities than the internationalization; 5) Failure to 

recognize and verify the activities carried out abroad; 6) Unavailable opportunities; 7) Unavailability of reliable 

and comprehensive data; 8) Inadequate understanding of the internationalization; 9) Unavailability of qualified 

and trained staff to lead the internationalization process. Fuller [25] in a research entitled "Internationalizing the 

curriculum at Columbia University of Technology”  achieved some results by pointing out that 

internationalization is not only the content-related but should also consider cultural differences. Therefore, most 

professors had  agreed about internationalizing the curriculum and via internationalization of curriculum and 

particularly structural strengthening, Knight’s internationalization strategies in 2002 can be achieved. 

Internationalizing of curriculum is also very  effective in increasing self-awareness, intercultural skills, critical 

thinking, open thinking, global awareness and communication skills in  multicultural environments. Saat [26] 

through expressing this issue that globalization and democratization of education  causes an international 

opinion, especially in industrialized countries, described the goals and individuals associated with this 

phenomenon and will focus on the key roles of the university presidents. He introduces the barriers of IOC as 

lack of competition, negative attitude to the internationalization, lack of motivation on the internationalization of 

higher education, lack of personal knowledge and expertise, and shortage of financial resources. Liu [27] in his 

research which is about international developments in recent years refers to the dispose of several challenges: 

1) There is the necessity of an open cooperation system for the exchange of experiences and resources at 

international level; 2) More universities need to strengthen international education; 3) International innovations 

must be used in faculties; 4) The culture of registering information becomes widespread to be used by 

researchers inside and outside the university.  

 He knows the presence of network and technological environment in higher education as the orientation of 

this system toward internationalization. Kazanowska & Usher [28] has noted internationalization advantages 

such as economical benefits, international knowledge and intercultural skills and expresses the students’ 

interests in learning the foreign language, familiarity with other cultures, willingness to work outside of native 

culture, desire to study at universities in other countries, and familiarity with the international knowledge. 

Guadalupe Fabregas et al. [29] in their research pointed to the design of successful international courses facing 

multiple challenges and limitations. The most important challenges and limitations that the universities are 

facing when designing short-term and long-term study abroad experiences were 1) the perception of the student 

about the difficulty and risks of traveling abroad; 2) the cost to participate in those experiences; 3) the time 
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restrain and 4) the lack or limitedness of information about the courses that they can take abroad and transfer to 

their home university.  

 The UPAEP short-term success program was based on the accurate addressing of the four main challenges, 

planning process, as well as the careful selection of the professors involved in the program. The students’ 

evaluations especially, regarding to the security, length, cost and academic course transfer were positive. 

Shioshvili [30] in a study indicated that Internationalization is a major trend in higher education and a 

worldwide phenomenon. The first attempt to respond to the internationalization of higher education was made 

by Georgia through establishing the International Black Sea University (IBSU) in 1995 in Tbilisi, capital of 

Georgia, by the "Council of Ministers of Georgia" aiming to improve the current educational, economic, social 

and cultural relationship between Georgia and Turkey. The types and intensity of reactions to a new cultural 

environment depend upon the nature and duration of the stressful condition and more importantly, the 

psychological makeup of an individual. With adaptation there is disorientation, ambiguity, and pain, but the 

thing is not to eliminate or avoid culture shock but rather to make it less stressful and more positive experience. 

Culture shock is most evidently the result of a normal process of adaptation and may be no more harmful than 

the psychological reactions we experience when adapting to such new environmental situations as entering 

college or moving to another city in our own culture. Khosravi Negad [31-35] through studying the barriers to 

internationalizing the curriculum in Azad Universities of Khuzestan Province declared these barriers as cultural, 

teaching methods, content, humanistic, equipment  ,structural, managerial-political, financial and technological 

ones. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

 This study was a survey and the research method was descriptive. The statistical population was 1474 of 

full time faculty members in Azad Universities of the 6th states in 2013-2014. The sample used to estimate was 

all full time faculties teaching in Islamic Azad university of Dezful including 1474 ones and 330 participants 

were selected through multi stages cluster sampling. The research tool was a researcher-made questionnaire 

containing 23 statements based on Five-degree Likert’s scale. The tool's validity was confirmed by 10 experts' 

views and its reliability was determined with participating 30 faculty members of statistical population based on 

Chronbach's alpha  and the  coefficient was 0/93. For the analysis of data both descriptive and inferential 

statistics including one sample T test and independent T test was used. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

 In this section of paper we present statistical analysis results of the research hypotheses.  

  
Table 1: Number and Percentage of Full-Time Faculty Members by Sector and Rank in 2012-13 

Sector 
Rank 

Public Non-Public Total 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Professor 10 0.3 10 0.3 20 0.6 

Associate Professor 5 1.5 3 0.9 8 2.4 

Assistant Professor 25 7.6 25 7.6 50 15.2 

Instructor 178 57 74 24.8 252 81.8 

Total 218 66.4 112 33.6 330 100 

 

The Results of Testing H1: 

 H1. What are the cultural barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state? 

Four statements have been included in questionnaire to study the possible barriers of internationalization of 

Curriculum with respect to cultural strategies. The detailed data on 4 statements are as followed:  

 
Table 2: The main cultural barriers of Internationalization of Curriculum in 6th state Azad universities according to the faculties' view 

Statements Mean SD t value DF Sig. 

1. Lack of Cultural Fair celebrates community diversity, ethnic and cultural 

roots and international connections 

3.07 1.1 11.63 329 0.001 

2. Ignoring international ideas and innovations in higher education 3.93 1.05 16.04 329 0.001 

3. Ineffectiveness of university curricula for development of students' 

international orientation and awareness 

3.78 1.1 13.14 329 0.001 

4. Lack of international events at university level in order to development of 

students competencies as global citizens 

3.83 1.12 13.38 329 0.001 

Total 3.81 0.83 17.75 329 0.001 

 

 Given the above table and with emphasis on the amount of t (17.75) which is significant at the 0.05 

confidence level, it can be concluded and said by 0.95 of assurance that in terms of scientific group of Azad 
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Universities in the 6th state, cultural barriers can be effective as one of the major barriers in internationalizing 

curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state. 

 

The Results of Testing H2: 

 H2. What are the human resources barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 

6th state? 

 Nine statements have been included in questionnaire to study the possible barriers of internationalization of 

Curriculum in with respect to human resources strategies. The detailed data on 9 statements are as followed:  

 
Table 3: The main human resources barriers of Internationalization of Curriculum in 6th state Azad universities according to the faculties'  

view 

Statements Mean SD T value DF Sig. 

1. Asking faculty members to teach courses regardless their expertise 3.56 1.13 9.03 329 0.001 

2. Low proficiency of faculty members in foreign language 3.81 1.0 14.54 329 0.001 

3. Inattention to research findings on IOC 3.91 1.0 16.48 329 0.001 

4. Low rate of return of government scholarship students to their home 

country upon the completion of their studies 

3.91 1.03 16.05 329 0.001 

5. Limited opportunities for faculty members exchanges and inviting foreign 
academics to teach in Iranian universities 

3.88 1.04 15.25 329 0.001 

6. Limited opportunities for students exchanges 3.53 1.28 7.53 329 0.001 

7. Low rate of students participation in international collaborative projects 4.04 1.11 16.99 329 0.001 

8. Low rate of students and academics memberships in international 

associations and societies 

3.95 1.04 16.54 329 0.001 

9. Limited sabbatical leave opportunities for faculty members 3.63 1.13 14.25 329 0.001 

Total 3.80 0.83 17.57 329 0.001 

 

 Given the above table and with emphasis on the amount of T (17.57) which is significant at the 0/05 

confidence level, it can be concluded and said by 0.95 of assurance that in terms of scientific group of Azad 

Universities in the 6th state, barriers to human resources can be effective as one of the major barriers in 

internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state. 

 

The Results of Testing H3: 

 H3. What are the structural barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th 

state? 

 In this section of research, faculty members have been required to identify the main structural shortages. 

Four statements have been included in questionnaire to study the possible barriers of internationalization of 

Curriculum with respect to the structural ones. The detailed data on 4 statements are as followed:  

 
Table 4: The main structural barriers of Internationalization of Curriculum in 6th state Azad universities according to the faculties' view 

Statements Mean SD t value DF Sig. 

1. Making limitations by University research council through applying certain 

laws and regulations 

3.75 1.09 12.51 329 0.001 

2. Making limitations by University academic council through applying 

certain laws and regulations 

3.71 1.09 11.77 329 0.001 

3. Lack of encouraging Dean of faculty/college to internationalize the 

curriculum and unwillingness to do this project 

3.82 1.12 13.22 329 0.001 

4. Lack of education council's cooperation to internationalize curriculums 
because of research instructions 

3.91 0.98 16.79 329 0.001 

Total 3.97 0.87 16.52 329 0.001 

 

 Given the above table and with emphasis on the amount of t (16.52) which is significant at the 0.05 

confidence level, it can be concluded and said by 0.95 of assurance that in terms of scientific group of Azad 

Universities in the 6th state, barriers to structure can be effective as one of the major barriers in 

internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state. 

 

The Results of Testing H4: 

 H4. What are the political/management barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in 

the 6th state? 

 Concerning this research question, eight specific questions have been developed and included in the 

questionnaire. The table 5 shows detailed data on the political/management barriers of IOC. 

 Given the above table and with emphasis on the amount of t (19.86) which is significant at the 0.05 

confidence level, it can be concluded and said by 0.95 of assurance that in terms of scientific group of Azad 

Universities in the 6th state, barriers to political/management strategies can be effective as one of the major 

barriers in internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state. 
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Table 5: The main political/management barriers of Internationalization of Curriculum in 6th state universities according to the faculties'  

view 

Statements Mean SD t value DF Sig. 

1. Applying limitations by Supreme Council of Cultural Revolution (SCCR) 

because of having a local view and political/social laws in communicating 

with other countries 

4.08 0.97 20.16 329 0.001 

2. Applying limitations by Ministry of science, Research and Technology 

(MSRT) because of special instructions for communicating with other 

countries 

3.96 0.97 7.93 329 0.001 

3. Applying limitations by Supreme Council of Educational Planning (SCEP) 
because of special instructions for communicating with other countries 

3.63 1.15 9.94 329 0.001 

4. The lack of Political interactions and tensions of Iran with other countries in 

the middle east region 

3.77 0.96 14.46 329 0.001 

5. Political interactions and tensions of Iran with other countries in the world 3.68 1.31 9.46 329 0.001 

6. Visa Procedures/difficulties for Iranian students 3.53 1.21 7.99 329 0.001 

Total 3.83 0.76 19.86 329 0.001 

 

The Results of Testing H5: 

 H5. Is there any difference between male and female faculties' views in barriers of the internationalizing 

curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state? 

 
Table 6: Barriers of the internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state universities according to the male and female  

faculties' views. 

Barriers Faculty 
Gender 

Lewen test N Mean SD Mean 
Difference 

D.F t value Sig. 

F Sig. 

Structural Women 0.115 0.7 113 3.78 0.88 0.099 328 0.956 0.3 

Men 217 3.68 0.90 

Human resources Women 0.128 0.7 

 

113 3.51 0.65 0.023 328 0.314 0.7 

 Men 217 3.49 0.63 

Cultural Women 0.021  
0.8 

113 3.92 0.88 0.254 328 2.50  
0.01 Men 217 3.67 0.87 

Political/ 

management 

Women 1.24  

0.2 

113 3.74 1.09 0.095 328 0.832  

0.4 Men 217 3.65 0.93 

 

 As shown in table 7, for cultural barriers, the significance level is less than 0.05. So it can be said that by 

0.95 of certainty that there is difference between male and female faculties' views in cultural barriers of the 

internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state, but for the other barriers as the significance 

level is more than 0.05, it can be said that by 0.95 of certainty that there is not any difference between male and 

female faculties' views in human resources, political/management and Structural barriers of the 

internationalizing curriculum of Azad Universities in the 6th state. 

 

Conclusion: 

 From the perspective of faculty members, all the considered statements associated with culture, 

political/management, human resources and structural categories are blocks of internationalizing curricula of 

Azad Universities in Khuzestan Province. It can be related to the traditional methods of teaching, or mismatch 

of teaching methods with technology, and may be it originates from the lack of communication with other 

universities. Any attention to the latest scientific and research developments in the world, lack of proper and 

appropriate use of the information and communication technologies in education and teaching, lack of 

knowledge towards applying technology in teaching – learning process, lack of interaction through the network 

environment are another problems in Azad Universities. However, findings related to unfamiliarity of academics 

with software, which can be used in their teaching, lack of culture of working in web environment, and faculty 

and student disability in using ICT in teaching and learning refer to an important concept of "Global 

competency" of faculty members and students in Iran. In the same way some important facilitating factors such 

as providing training programs, keeping academics informed on new developments in IOC, improving faculty 

members and students knowledge, awareness and orientation on IOC, improving their beliefs and increasing 

their abilities to work in a multicultural environments and other factors imply on "IOC literacy" of academics 

and students in Iranian higher education community as a real and urgent need. That is to say the most important 

decision need to be taken for development of IOC in higher education of Iran is providing a basic set of IOC 

competencies that allow development of meaningful students and faculty members’ development through 

training and development programs. However political and managerial factors remain as other important 

elements that need to be considered for further development of internationalization agent in Iran. Furthermore 

according to The Future Outlook of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Horizon of the Next Two Decade, it has 

been said that " Iran is a developed country, with a first class economic, scientific and technological status in the 

region, with the Islamic and the revolutionary identification, inspiring in the world of Islam with the 



564                                                                   Mahshid Mehrgoo et al, 2014 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 8(22) November 2014, Pages: 558-565 

constructive and the effective interaction in international relationships. It has been emphasized that The Iranian 

society will have the following characteristics under the horizon of this outlook:  

 Having constructive and effective interaction at the world based on glory, wisdom and expediency 

principles. 

 Having advanced science, capable in producing knowledge and technology, relied on higher share of human 

resources and social asset in the national production 

 Gaining the economic, scientific and technological first position in the region of the South West Asia 

(including Mid-Asia, Caucasia, the Middle East, and the neighboring countries). Putting emphasis on the 

software movement and science production, fast and constant economic progress, and comparative promotion 

income level per capita and achieving the full-fledged employment. 

 As it can be understood achieving the above mentioned purposes needs internationalization and global 

cooperation especially in higher education to be considered. For this reason, according to the new act of higher 

education about assigning curriculum decision making to major public university, recently the universities have 

been given more authority on internationalization of curriculum. Under such circumstances, with respect to the 

importance of IOC Literacy in promoting internationalization of campus and doing different duties of university 

faculty members, trying to remove most important indentified obstacles will be a real need for higher education 

community in Iran. Lack of long-term strategic goals has caused that these universities haven’t had any program 

to attract students from the neighbor countries. While these universities have great ability and potential in some 

areas such as science, research, services and cultural and religious heterogeneity. According to the obtained 

results, task of planners, policy makers and custodians of the Islamic Azad University is finding solutions to 

overcome these barriers. Our modern society expects of Azad University  that in addition to transferring 

knowledge and culture and training human resources, plays as a center for cultural innovation, scientific, social 

and technical innovation. Instead of inflexible and book centered programs, runs flexible, constructive and live 

ones. It must be the focus of dynamic more than before, and unlike the past, instead of sitting away from the 

scientific community and the isolation, blends with the community and applies the science and technology in the 

era of knowledge-economy to promote the country's needs and development goals.  
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